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assumed to be submitted exclusively to the
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data upon which the manuscript is based
for examination by the editor.

The editor retains the customary right to style
and if necessary to shorten material accepted
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editorials, invited reviews and opinions.
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† Please do not use linked reference

systems or headers and footers.
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† Up to six authors may be listed and
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separately at the end of the paper, or the
senior author may give a group title for
papers with genuinely large authorship.
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spaced, with unjustified text throughout,
using margins of not less than 2.5 cm.

† Pages should be numbered.
† The email address of the corresponding

author will be assumed to be the
correct address for all correspondence
relating to the manuscript.

† Avoid abbreviations except where
necessary or commonly used. All
abbreviations must be defined.
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preferred. Where appropriate, use
confidence intervals rather than P values.

† All previously published material must be
accompanied by the written consent to
reproduction of the copyright holder
and the corresponding author. An
acknowledgement of the permission
should be included at the relevant point
in the paper, and a full reference to the
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the references.

† Keep a copy of your submitted
manuscript for reference.

† An acknowledgement of receipt of the
manuscript will be sent, with a
manuscript reference number.

Full length original articles
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name and address (including email
address, telephone and fax numbers) of
the corresponding author. The title should
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indicating the content of the article.

2 Structured abstract: No more than 250
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‘Setting’, ‘Methods’, ‘Results’, and
‘Conclusions’. It may not always be
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results and conclusions should not be
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4 Patients/methods: Details relevant to
the conduction of the study. Statistical
methods should be clearly explained at the
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data for publication, please read the
statistical guidelines at http://jms.rsm
journals.com/cgi/content/full/15/1/51
5 Results: Work should be reported in SI
units. Undue repetition in text and tables
should be avoided. Comment on validity
and significance of results is appropriate, but
broader discussion of their implications is
restricted to the next section. Subheadings
that aid clarity of presentation within this
and the previous section are encouraged.
6 Discussion: The nature and findings of
the study are placed in context of other
relevant published data. Avoid undue
extrapolation from the study topic.
Acknowledgements, including financial
support and industry affiliations, are given
at the end of this section.
7 References: In accordance with the
Vancouver agreement, these are cited by
the numerical system and listed in order
cited in the text, not in alphabetical order
by authors’ names. (In the text the
reference number should be given in
superscript and outside the punctuation.)
Information from manuscripts not yet in
press, papers reported at meetings, or
personal communications should be cited
in the text as ‘unpublished data’, not as
formal references. Up to six authors should
be listed; if there are more than six then
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et al. Journal titles are abbreviated in
accordance with the style of Index Medicus.
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the author.
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duplicate information given in the text.
9 Figures: Figures should be used when
data cannot be expressed clearly in any
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used in preference to figures. Figures should
not duplicate information given in the text.
Legends to figures should be listed on a
separate sheet. For photomicrographs
include the stain used: magnification should
be indicated by bar marker on the figure.
All images must be supplied at high
resolution, preferably 600 dpi. Figures
supplied in colour will be printed in black &
white unless the additional costs involved in
colour printing are met by the author.

Short reports
Short reports should in general not exceed
1000 words, with one figure or one table
and no more than 10 references. The
format should follow that requested for full
length original articles, but a brief
unstructured abstract should be provided.

Letters
Comments arising from recent articles
published in the journal are welcomed.
Original observations relating to short
clinical or laboratory studies or single case
reports may also be appropriately presented
as a letter. Letters are not divided into
sections and are limited to no more than
600 words and 10 references; one table or
one figure may be included. Instructions
for references, tables, and figures are the
same as for full length articles.

Other articles
The journal also publishes guest editorials,
invited reviews, opinion, and statistical
issues. Authors wishing to contribute to
the opinion or statistical sections should
first consult the editor.

Submitting your manuscript
Manuscripts must be submitted via the
online manuscript submission and peer
review site at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.
com/rsm-jms. They should be prepared in
accordance with the full Guidelines for
Authors at http://jms.rsmjournals.com/site/
misc/authors.xhtml

Each author must sign the covering letter
as evidence of consent to publication and all
authors will be required to sign a Licence for
Publication form for their articles before
publication.

Authors submitting papers are asked to
give the names and addresses of two people
who might act as referees for their paper.

Papers may be subjected to outside peer
review, which takes an average of eight
weeks. Please note that delays occur most
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Proofs will be sent by email to the
designated corresponding author as a PDF
file attachment, and should be corrected
and returned promptly. Alterations to the
original text should be kept to a minimum
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A PDF e-print of each published article
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